The Ceramics Studios at the Centre for Visual Arts,

University of Kwa Zulu Natal

LEGACY EXHIBITION 

at The William Humphreys Art Gallery, Kimberley.

Opens 24 th July 2013.

Press release.

The untimely death of Professor Juliet Armstrong of the Ceramics Studios at UKZN has brought the importance of both her legacy and that of the institution into focus. As staff cutbacks are enforced, the future of South Africa’s foremost university Ceramics Studio is certainly threatened.

Since John Oxley, followed by Hilda Ditchburn set up the UKZN Studios in 1937, they have held a unique position in the academic education of Fine Arts. Is it the only institution offering Ceramics as a major degree subject, and it has done so with passion and an irreplaceable eloquence over many years. The influences that informed modernist South African ceramics studios in Western and Anglo-Oriental traditions have been expanded upon and challenged, and the department has determinedly encouraged fresh contemporary and personal approaches. The various tides of influence on our ceramic heritage that have washed up on our shores for hundreds of years  from China, Japan, Korea, Britain, Holland and so on, have given us a unique background, and the country has inherited an enviable and varied ceramic language from abroad. Add to this the 2000 years of indigenous pit fired pots, and nobody can deny the richness of our heritage. Under the stewardship of Juliet Armstrong, wide interpretations of contemporary ceramics and self expression have been taught as well as the important basics of ceramic history, clay forming techniques and glaze chemistry.

Many people have contributed to this academy of excellence, and graduates will speak fondly of the influence of Malcolm MacIntyre Read, David Middlebrook, Jinny Heath and many others who played their part. Ian Calder is currently teaching Ceramics.

The many graduate alumni show us clearly the effectiveness of this department – a group of excellent practitioners who have stuck to their chosen discipline. Among them Katherine Glenday, Ralph Johnson, Ian Calder, Jonathan Keep, Garth Classen, Fee Halsted, Brian Hayden, Hannes van Zyl, David Myberg, Rosemary Lapping Sellars, John Wilhelm, Carol Hayward Fell, Shane Richards, Michelle Walters, Melanie Hillebrand, Peter Schutz, Lorna Ferguson, Ian Garrett, Jenny Strong and more.

The ‘David Walters and Friends’ Exhibition at the William Humphreys Art Gallery, opening on the 24th July 2013, will be devoted to an appreciation of the work of Juliet Armstrong and the Ceramics Studios of UKZN, in the form of a Legacy Exhibition. This exhibition will pay particular tribute to Juliet, and also to all the lecturers and alumni of the University. I have invited ceramics graduates of UKZN as well as my ceramic artist ‘Friends’ to respond by exhibiting in this prestigious art gallery to pay tribute to the contribution to Fine Arts and to education of the Ceramics Studios at the CVA of UKZN, in part to encourage its continued existence in challenging times.

Julia Meintjies will select a portion of the exhibition which will travel around South Africa. It will be shown in Port Elizabeth at the Nelson Mandela Meropolitan Art Gallery and in Cape Town in 2014 for the Cape Town World Design Capital festivities, alongside the CSA National Exhibition in November 2014. 

David Walters, Franschhoek November 2012. (Interested in exhibiting? Graduates of the UKZN CVA Ceramics Studios contact me on waltware@mweb.co.za please.)

